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Handing over of a media and information centre to the inhabitants of the  
Jacarezinho favela, Rio de Janeiro, 5 August 2004 
On 5 August 2004, the first building to be completed as part of the Celula Urbana model project 

will be handed over to the inhabitants of the Jacarezinho favela in the presence of the Mayor of 

Rio de Janeiro, representatives of the municipal authorities and the Director of the Bauhaus 

Dessau Foundation. Celula Urbana is a project run by the Bauhaus Dessau Foundation, which 

was invited by the municipal authorities in Rio de Janeiro in 1990 to devise a pilot scheme for 

one of the 500 poverty-stricken areas in the Brazilian capital. The scheme centres around a 

neighbourhood – the Celula Urbana – in which prototype solutions have been developed for the 

favela. The background to this cooperation with Rio de Janeiro is the city’s Favela Bairro 

programme, which aims to revitalise poverty-stricken areas and integrate them into the overall 

urban context. 

The four-storey media centre – the nucleus of the project that will be handed over to its 

inhabitants on 5 August – comprises a media school, an Internet café and an information centre 

for the Jacarezinho favela. Close cooperation with staff from Ars Electronica in Linz and experts 

from Rio will enable this centre to provide training in media engineering, including video 

technology, editing and sound engineering, and so give the participants an opportunity to make 

their own productions. These can then be shown by means of a semi-transparent projection 

screen to viewers outside as well as to people in the exhibition hall on the ground floor. 

There are no load-bearing walls inside the building. Ancillary functions, loggias, the entrance 

area and installation shafts are concentrated in a narrow section of the building on its sunny 

side. This arrangement of the outside wall generates a buffer zone that prevents the rooms 

behind from heating up, permits greater spatial variety and conveys an impression of depth on 

what is an extremely cramped property. Simple resources, such as sun protection nets and a 

ventilation flue, ensure a pleasant atmosphere in the building even under tropical conditions. All 

those involved have great expectations of this Celula Urbana kick-off project, which illustrates a 

special feature of urban development policy in Rio. The socio-spatial structures that have 

evolved in the favela, and the favela architecture itself, are seen as harbouring development 

potential and they serve as a point of departure for town planning schemes that take account of 

the individual life perspectives of the inhabitants. One of the main objectives, in addition to 

improving the living conditions, is to encourage cultural, technological and economic interaction 

with the urban environment and thus trigger sustainable, self-propelling processes in the favela. 



The Celula Urbana project consists of three integrated core areas: the model neighbourhood 

with the nucleus etc., a footbridge as the new gateway to the favela, and the foyer, an extension 

to the favela, where an international centre for projects in poverty-stricken areas is to be built. 

The design and planning work was preceded by artistic ideas and activities that arose out of the 

1st International Bauhaus Kolleg, ComplexCity, in the year 2000 in Jacarezinho. A group 

consisting of media artists, architects, computer scientists, designers and historians examined 

the location and generated a number of activities to open the area up for exchange and 

communication with the rest of the city. Public interest was aroused and the press and television 

gave the inhabitants of the favela positive coverage for the first time. This was the basis for the 

joint development together with the Brazilian partners of the Celula Urbana, which is now taking 

on physical shape with the handing over of the nucleus. 

The Rio municipal authorities and the Austrian Consulate in Rio de Janeiro are supporting the 

running of media school and the Internet café. 
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