
P R E S S I N F O R M A T I O N 21. April 2015 

The art of housekeeping and budgeting 

in the 21st century  

Haushaltsmesse (household trade fair) at the grounds of the Masters’ Houses 

in Dessau. From 4th May international artists are at work on location / From 

12th to 14th June the Haushaltsmesse opens with food lab, summer night’s 

fair party, and symposium  

 

How can we live in a healthy and economical way – now and in the future? The 

Haushaltsmesse at the grounds of the Masters’ Houses provides answers – from 

a creative, artistic, research, historic, and activist perspective. Starting 

from 4th May ten international artists and design collectives – among them 

Andrés Jaque / Office for Political Innovation (Spain), muf architecture/art 

(Great Britain) und Basurama (Spain) – produce their contributions on sight 

at the Masters’ Houses. From 12th June to 9th August the completed 

Haushaltsmesse will be on display: together with the art pieces an Archive 

Room and a Study Space – a place for experimental household research – will 

be exhibited. An extensive programme accompanies the Haushaltsmesse.  

The houses once designed by Walter Gropius for the Bauhaus masters – seen in 

the 1920s as showcases for the modern way of living and housekeeping and now 

UNESCO World Heritage sites – will thereby serve as a point of departure for 

the investigation of the art of housekeeping and budgeting in the 21st cen-

tury. In question are new housekeeping, budgeting, sharing, and economic 

strategies. Unlike the trade fairs and large-scale exhibitions of the mod-

ernist era, which publicly addressed household issues as early as the 1920s, 

the Haushaltsmesse on the grounds of the Masters’ Houses should not be re-

garded as an exhibition of individual objects. Here, the household is exhib-

ited – or, rather, addressed – as a “modus operandi”: it is less about the 

presentation of technologies and objects in the household than about the 

practice of housekeeping. 

The garage and cellar of the Director’s House, the Kiosk and the 

Muche/Schlemmer duplex become artistic trade fair displays, exhibition ven-

ues and settings for arts-based debates on housekeeping and budgeting. The 

contributing artists turn consumer products upside down, build new worlds 

from mass production’s waste, and show how societies are reflected in their 

kitchen’s design. In the Study Space at Muche House young artists and cura-

tors show the outcomes of their experimental research projects on saving and 

maintaining. And the Archive at Schlemmer House provides insights into the 

“domestic demonstration spaces” of the 20th century by way of historic pho-

tos, documents, and catalogues. 

In addition, diverse event formats will offer the visitors the opportunity 

for exchange: starting from 18th June weekly round-table talks offer space 

for discussion with artists, urban dwellers and local players. At the fair 

opening on 12th and 13th June urban researchers and artists from Germany and 

abroad discuss the urban cultures of housekeeping and budget management and 

in conclusion of the Haushaltsmesse international housekeeping and budget 

management experts and activists debate globalised politics and practices of 

domestic affairs at the international summit.  

 In the round-up to the opening a press conference and a tour with the art-

ists through the Haushaltsmesse will be held. A separate invitation will 

be delivered during the coming weeks. We are happy to provide you with 

visual material for pre-announcements. 

 In addition there will be the chance to make interviews with the partici-

pating artists during the Work-in-Progress phase. If you are interested in 

an interview appointment, please contact presse@bauhaus-dessau.de. 

 

 

mailto:presse@bauhaus-dessau.de


 

An overview of all important fair dates   

 4th May to 11th June 2015: Work-in-Progress phase with the artists at work 

on location.  

12th June to 9th August 2015: The complete Haushaltsmesse will be on show. 

Ebertallee 59, 06846 Dessau-Roßlau, open daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

 12th to 14th June 2015: Inauguration of the Haushaltsmesse with opening 

party and symposium on “The urban cultures of housekeeping and budget man-

agement” and a Sunday matinee. For further information visit 

http://www.bauhaus-dessau.de/haushaltsmesse-2015-messeauftakt-vom-12-bis-

14-juni-1.html 

 18th June to 6th August 2015, every Thursday evening at 6 pm: Round-table 

discussions with artists, curators, and local initiatives on a range of 

subjects. For further information visit  

http://www.bauhaus-dessau.de/haushaltsmesse-2015-roundtable.html 

 7th to 9th August, 2015: International summit on domestic affairs, “The 

world. One household”. For further information visit  

http://www.bauhaus-dessau.de/haushaltsmesse-2015-internationale-

summit.html 

 For further information visit  

http://www.bauhaus-dessau.de/haushaltsmesse-20155.html  

 

 

 Curated by Prof. Elke Krasny (academy of fine arts vienna) and Dr. Regina 

Bitter (Bauhaus Dessau Foundation) 

 Participating artists: Ursula Achternkamp / Bombyx (Germany), Basurama 

(Spain), Ivan Bazak (Ukraine), Sarah Bonnemaison (Canada), Yane Calovski 

(Macedonia), Estudio Sic (Spain), Phoebe Giannisi und Zissis Kotionis 

(Greece), Andrés Jaque / Office for Political Innovation (Spain), muf ar-

chitecture/art (Great Britain), Ute Neuber (Austria) 

 

 The Haushaltsmesse is sponsored by the German Federal Cultural Foundation 

and the German Federal Agency for Civic Education / bpb.  

 

 

Press contact: 

Jutta Stein, phone 0340-6508-303 

email presse@bauhaus-dessau.de 

Stiftung Bauhaus Dessau 

Gropiusallee 38, 06846 Dessau-Roßlau 

www.bauhaus-dessau.de 

www.facebook.com/bauhausdessau 

www.twitter.com/gropiusallee 

Credit: The Centre for Genomic Gastronomy. Cobalt60 BBQ 
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