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Hannes Meyer bei der Begehung des Baugeländes für die Bundesschule
des ADGB in Bernau, 1928 / Stiftung Bauhaus Dessau (I 46037/1-2),
Foto: Hermann Bunzel
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At its 41st session in Krakow, Poland the UNESCO World Heritage
Committee resolved to extend the list of the World Heritage Site of the
Bauhaus to include the Houses with Balcony Access in Dessau (SaxonyAnhalt) and the ADGB Trade Union School in Bernau bei Berlin
(Brandenburg) built under the guidance of the second Bauhaus director,
Hannes Meyer.
As a school of design the Bauhaus revolutionised the architectonic and
aes-thetic notions of architecture and design from 1919 to 1933 and had
a deci-sive influence on the modern movement. The outstanding
universal value of the pedagogical ideas and constructed buildings was
first acknowledged by UNESCO in 1996, when the Bauhaus and its Sites
in Weimar and Dessau were included on the World Heritage List.
The UNESCO World Heritage Committee, at its 41st session in Krakow,
Poland, has now resolved to expand the World Heritage Site of the
Bauhaus to include the architecture built under the guidance of the
second Bauhaus director, Hannes Meyer: the Houses with Balcony
Access built in 1929 in Dessau and the ADGB Trade Union School which
opened in 1930 in Bernau bei Berlin. As a result, the World Heritage Site
of the Bauhaus will be made up of buildings in three federal states –
Thuringia, Saxony-Anhalt and Brandenburg. These comprise in Weimar
the former School of Art, the former School of Applied Arts and the Haus
am Horn, in Dessau the Bauhaus building, the Masters’ Houses and the
Houses with Balcony Access and in Bernau bei Berlin, the former ADGB
Trade Union School.
Hannes Meyer, who succeeded Walter Gropius as director of the
Bauhaus (1928–1930), realised the concept of collective work on a
building project in the course of training in the Bauhaus building
department. According to Meyer’s concept, the planning process was
informed by a scientific design methodology and a functional-economical
design with a social objective. The Houses with Balcony Access in
Dessau testify to the significant contribution made by the Bauhaus to the
construction of social housing in the inter-war years. The ADGB Trade
Union School in Bernau bei Berlin documents the design methodology for
a complex construction programme integrated in the surrounding
landscape.
The proposal to extend the UNESCO World Heritage Site of the Bauhaus
was jointly submitted by the federal states of Thuringia, Saxony-Anhalt
and Brandenburg under the auspices of the federal state of SaxonyAnhalt and the Bauhaus Dessau Foundation.
Monika Markgraf, a research associate of the Bauhaus Dessau
Foundation who coordinated the proposal and provided expert support
over a three-year period, is delighted: “This also aclnowledges, alongside
the architecture of Walter Gropius, the contribution that Hannes Meyer
made at the Bauhaus to the architecture of the 20th century. He reformed
the Bauhaus and shaped the training of the architects. Under his
leadership, architecture of an outstanding quality was built, which
remains compelling today. We are therefore delighted that the World
Heritage Committee has approved our joint proposal.”
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02
The Houses with Balcony Access in Dessau
1930, Hannes Meyer and the Bauhaus building department
The Houses with Balcony Access on the Dessau-Törten housing estate
were built in 1930 based on a design by the building department of the
Bauhaus, led by Hannes Meyer. The buildings are located in the area
earmarked for the expansion of the housing estate, which was likewise
planned by Hannes Meyer and the building department. With the combination of multi-storey buildings with balcony access and one-storey single-family homes, the aim was to achieve a blend of housing forms and
social groups. Hannes Meyer described the Houses with Balcony Access
as a first genuinely “collective project” in which students who were paid
for their work handled the planning, site management and accounting.
With the social objective of creating af-fordable housing, the functional
optimisation of the layouts and the construction resulted in the development of a functional design with materials and building components reduced to a minimum. The un-rendered construction exposes both its materiality and the industrial manufacturing process and remains compelling
today owing to its clarity and meticulously rendered details.
The five identical cubic corpora built from red clinker under flat roofs are
structured on the north facade by a projecting stair tower, originally fully
glazed on the north-facing side, and by the concrete balconies with finely-wrought balustrades. The south-facing side of the blocks feature horizontal concrete beams and windows of different sizes, the location and
design of which is dictated by the functions of the rooms. The living
rooms feature large windows that open to the south. In the bedrooms the
high sills under the windows provide extra storage space and the utility
rooms, e.g. bath-rooms and kitchens, face north. Differently sized opening casements in all the windows ensure that the rooms may be ventilated as required.
The three-storey blocks contain 90 flats measuring 48 square metres.
The high standard of living in the small flats with optimised layouts was
enabled by good technical installations including bathrooms complete
with enamel bathtub, central heating with coal boxes and a waste disposal system. Also available to the tenants were cellars, bicycle storage
spaces and gardens as well as communal laundry buildings with an airdrying area and a children’s playground. The combination of minimised
floor plans and communally used areas sheds light on the social objectives of the Bauhaus under Hannes Meyer. The houses are still owned by
a cooperative society, remain largely unmodified and are still occupied.
The Houses with Balcony Access are an outstanding testimony to the
train-ing and understanding of architecture and design at the Bauhaus
under Hannes Meyer. The scientifically-founded, decisively functional
and efficient planning with a social objective thus leads, with its rigour
and practicality, to a distinctive and bold visual appearance of great architectonic quality. To-gether with the former ADGB Trade Union School
in Bernau bei Berlin (Han-nes Meyer and Hans Wittwer assisted by the
Bauhaus building department) the buildings have therefore been nominated for inclusion on the list of Bau-haus World Heritage Sites.
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Address:

Peterholzstraße 40, 48, 56, Mittelbreite 6, 14,
06849 Dessau-Roßlau

The UNESCO World
Heritage Site
of the Bauhaus

Architect:

Hannes Meyer with the Bauhaus building
department

Contracting entity

Dessauer Spar- und Baugenossenschaft
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Year of construction: 1930
Usage 1930:

90 flats

Owner 2016:

Wohnungsgenossenschaft Dessau eG

Usage 2016:

89 flats, one museum flat

Accessibility 2016:

One museum flat open to visitors on guided tours
organ-ised by the Bauhaus Dessau Foundation
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1928–1930, Hannes Meyer with Hans Wittwer and the Bauhaus building
department

The grounds of the former ADGB Trade Union School are situated in a
wood northwest of the city. The area in which the ensemble is embedded, comprising the school and residential school building with sports hall
and classrooms, the separate group of row houses with flats for teachers
and a transformer hut, is accessed from the Fritz-Heckert-Straße, or the
Hannes Meyer Campus. Today, the sports facilities beyond the small
groundwater lake surrounded by trees, which were once part of the original complex, have been restored. The grounds have also been extended
to the north and west of the ADGB Trade Union School to accommodate
another school complex, which is currently listed.
The building group with yellow facing brickwork, comprising the school
and residential school rooms, is staggered over a more or less Z-shaped
ground plan on a slight incline running southwest to northeast. The configuration of the buildings follows the topography on the one hand and,
on the other, adheres to a rigorously functional principle. The types of
usage are accommodated in different buildings, which are connected
with one another in a rational sequence: Connected to the cubic main
and entrance building with the auditorium and the large dining hall, a
glazed corridor along the entire residential school block opens on to the
five sequential block-like buildings of the communal and residential area.
This axis ends in the two-storey school complex comprising the sports
hall with seminar rooms above it and, in front of this, the one-storey, flat
roofed library building. The structure of the ADGB Trade Union School
comprises a combination of reinforced concrete and load-bearing masonry walls. The understated facade is structured by horizontal exposed
concrete supports and ring beams and a combination of brickwork pillars
and wall sections. All the brickwork facades of the original building retain
the ochre tone of the bricks. A contrast is provided by the reddish-brown
brickwork of the recently renovated main building, which was redeveloped in the 1950s and connects with the adjacent extension to the
school. There is a specific relationship between the usage of rooms and
the window designs: Row windows define areas such as classrooms or
corridors and the interiors of the students’ living quarters, which are offset
in different colours, are characterised by punctuated facades with virtually square, multi-paned windows. The foyer and the sanitary facilities feature opaque glass brick sections which allow light in. The adjacent row of
houses with flats for teachers and the transformer hut adopt this basic
structure in terms of materiality, look and feel.
The former school for the training and education of members of the Federation of German Trade Unions (ADGB) documents the scientificallyfounded design process pursued at the Bauhaus under Hannes Meyer,
which was also characterised by socio-political aspects. It is also a
unique example of the unity of research, praxis and teaching that the
Bauhaus strove to achieve. The thoroughly rationalised building exhibits
a complex connection between architecture and nature and convinces
through its outstanding architectural quality.
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Address:
School building: Hannes-Meyer-Campus 1
Teachers’ residences: Hannes-Meyer-Campus 5-11
Transformer hut:
Hannes-Meyer-Campus 11, 16311 Bernau
bei Berlin
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Architect:

Hannes Meyer with Hans Wittwer and the
Bauhaus building department

Contracting entity:

Allgemeiner Deutscher Gewerkschaftsbund

10 July, 2017

Year of construction:

1928–30

Usage 1930:

Trade union school with residential school and
housing units for teachers

Owner 2016:

City of Bernau; designated authority: The Berlin
Chamber of Crafts (heritable lease rights for the
school) and the federal state of Bran-denburg
(heritable lease rights for the housing units)

Usage 2016:

Residential school for training in the skilled crafts

Accessibility 2016:

Open to visitors on guided tours
(http://www.bauhaus-denkmal-bernau.de/)
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Staatskanzlei und Ministry of Cultural Affairs Saxony-Anhalt
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with Balcony Access (Dessau)
and the ADGB Trade Union
School (Bernau bei Berlin).

State Office for Monument Conservation and Archaeology Saxony-Anhalt

Bauhaus Dessau Foundation

State Administration Office Saxony-Anhalt
Wohnungsgenossenschaft Dessau e.G.

10 July, 2017
Ministry of Science, Research and Culture Brandenburg
State Office for Monument Conservation and State Museum
of Archaeology Brandenburg
Berlin Chamber of Crafts
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baudenkmal bundesschule bernau e.V.

The Free State of Thuringia
The State Chancellery of Thuringia
The State Office for the Preservation
of Historial Monuments Thuringia
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The World Heritage Site of the Bauhaus was included on the World Heritage List in 1996. To date it has comprised the former School of Art, the
former School of Applied Arts and the Haus am Horn in Weimar and the
Bauhaus building and the Masters’ Houses in Dessau.
The former School of Art and the former School of Applied Arts were built
1902–1911 based on plans by the architect Henry van der Velde, formerly the director of the School of Applied Arts. The buildings form the nucleus of the Bauhaus. Walter Gropius created the Bauhaus in 1919 from
the merger of these two institutions, thus generating significant impulses
for the renewal of art and architecture.
The Haus Am Horn was built as a model house for the major Bauhaus
exhi-bition of 1923. The experimental building was based on plans by the
Bau-hausler Georg Muche and was furnished and fitted with products
from the Bauhaus workshops. It is the sole architectural legacy of the
Bauhaus in Weimar.
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The Bauhaus building in Dessau is an architectural manifesto of the ideas of the Bauhaus and a seminal work of European modernism. It represents the rejection of traditional design and the development of modern
architecture using then new materials, e.g. steel and glass, and the reorientation of de-sign towards functionality and simple, geometric forms.
The Masters’ Houses in Dessau are a unique architectural achievement
of the Bauhaus. They testify, in the approach to serial construction, to the
social objectives of the Bauhaus and have the specific distinction of being the places in which pre-eminent 20th century artists such as Feininger, Kandinsky and Klee lived and worked.
The Bauhaus buildings represent classical modernism in a way that is
entirely unique and likewise shape the image of modernism in the twentieth century. The Bauhaus as a school revolutionised the theory and practice of architecture and art in the twentieth century.
The contribution of the second Bauhaus director Hannes Meyer is essential to a full understanding of the Bauhaus in all its complexity. He reformed the training at the Bauhaus and the only testimonies to collective
labour on a building project in course of this training came about under
his leadership. The characteristic architectonic quality of the Houses with
Balcony Access in Dessau and the former ADGB Trade Union School in
Bernau is realised by means of a scientifically-founded design methodology and a functional-economical design with a social objective.
“For this reason, they (the Bauhaus buildings) are important monuments
not only for art and culture, but also for the historic ideas of the 20th century. Even though the Bauhaus philosophy of social reform turned out to
be little more than wishful thinking, its utopia became reality through the
form of its architecture. Its direct accessibility still has the power to fascinate and be-longs to the people of all nations as their cultural heritage.”
(From the de-scription of the “outstanding universal value” of the Bauhaus and its Sites in Weimar and Dessau).
The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) is based in Paris and has 195 member states. It was established in 1945. Its mission is to “advance, through the educational and
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scientific and cultural relations of the peoples of the world, the objectives
of international peace and of the common welfare of mankind”. One instrument to this end is the 1972 Convention Concerning the Protection of
the World Cultural and Natural Heritage. On this basis the World Heritage
Committee maintains a World Heritage List of sites that bear testimony to
past cultures, masterpieces of human creative genius and superlative
natural landscapes, the loss of which would constitute an impoverishment of the heritage of all the peoples of the world. Their protection is
therefore the responsibility not only of each nation, but of humanity as a
whole. The World Heritage List currently comprises 1052 World Natural
Heritage and Cultural Heritage Sites in 165 nations. German is represented on the List with 41 World Heritage Sites.
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Prepared statements
Dr. Claudia Perren
CEO and Director at the Bauhaus Dessau Foundation
““Young people, come to the Bauhaus!” – Hannes Meyer re-orientated
the Bauhaus as its director from 1928. Guided by the socially motivated
principle “From the need for luxury to the needs of the people” he encouraged collective labour and paid great heed to the constitution of the
collective: the more varied the abilities of its contributors, the more the
team would achieve. The adoption of his Bauhaus architecture, which
emerged from the collective, in the UNESCO World Heritage List testifies
to the major significance of his working method.”

10 July, 2017
Monika Markgraf
research associate and heritage conservationist
at the Bauhaus Dessau Foundation
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“This also acknowledges, alongside the architecture of Walter Gropius,
the contribution that Hannes Meyer made at the Bauhaus to the architecture of the twentieth century. He reformed the Bauhaus and shaped the
training of the architects. Under his leadership, architecture of an outstanding quality was built, which remains compelling today. We are
therefore delighted that the World Heritage Committee has approved our
joint proposal.”

