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International Architectural Competition 

Announced for Bauhaus Museum Dessau 

Contemporary architectural positions to the Bauhaus sought – First phase of the 

competition ends mid-April 2015 

The Bauhaus Dessau Foundation together with the City of Dessau-Roßlau has today 

announced an open international competition for the new Bauhaus Museum Dessau, 

which is to be built in Dessau City Park in time for the Bauhaus anniversary in 

2019. Architectural firms from around the world can participate in the two-

stage competition by submitting their initial designs by April 13. The winning 

design will be selected and its author commissioned later this year. The new 

building will be financed through equal contributions of 12.5 million euros 

each from the German federal government and the State of Saxony-Anhalt. The 

City of Dessau-Roßlau is providing the land to the Bauhaus Dessau Foundation 

under the terms of a leasehold contract and will also assume the costs for site 

development and the creation of parking spaces. 

The Bauhaus Museum Dessau will enable the Bauhaus Dessau Foundation, for the 

first time, to comprehensively present the treasures of its valuable Bauhaus 

collection – the second largest collection of its kind in the world with over 

40,000 objects. The aim is to create a “Museum in Motion” with a dynamic exhi-

bition concept covering a total area of 2,100 square metres. “The Bauhaus 

school had pursued nothing less than the revolution of everyday life in the 

20th century,” explains Claudia Perren, Director of the Bauhaus Dessau Founda-

tion. “With the international architectural competition, we are now seeking a 

contemporary, innovative design for a Bauhaus museum of the 21st century that 

will incorporate this heritage and simultaneously address the city that had 

made many new architectural manifestations possible in the 1920s.” “The Bauhaus 

Museum Dessau will not only make the treasures of the collection fully accessi-

ble to the public for the first time. It will be a vibrant place for learning 

and encounter,” emphasizes the chairman of the Foundation’s board of trustees, 

Saxony-Anhalt’s Minister of Cultural Affairs Stephan Dorgerloh. 

As Bauhaus site of the 21st century, the new building will thus link Dessau’s 

city centre more closely with the network of original Bauhaus buildings. “Des-

sau-Roßlau is proud of the history and significance of the Bauhaus, which is to 

this day one of its most important stimulating forces,” comments Peter Kuras, 

mayor of the city of Dessau-Roßlau. “Within the framework of the competition, 

we are looking for designs that open the museum to the city centre and allow 

the museum and city park to strengthen, complement and enhance each other.” 

After an initial idea phase in the anonymous design competition held in accord-

ance with the current RPW 2013 guidelines, a jury will select up to 30 archi-

tectural firms to participate in the subsequent implementation phase. The ex-

pert members of the jury are architects Barbara Holzer (Zurich/Berlin), Jürgen 

Mayer H. (Berlin), Regine Leibinger (Berlin), Wolfgang Lorch (Darmstadt), Ralf 

Niebergall (Magdeburg) and Matthias Vollmer (Federal Ministry of Construction) 

as well as landscape architect Guido Hager (Zurich). Additional jury members 

include representatives of the organizers and financial sponsors as well as 

Chris Dercon, director of the Tate Modern in London. In September, the jury 

meets a final time to determine the winner of the competition, who will then be 

commissioned by the end of 2015 to implement the project. The results of the 

competition will be presented to the public in an exhibition. 

 We will gladly make images available upon request. The competition programme 

is available at http://bauhausmuseum-dessau.de. 
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